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Name and Objectives 
The name of the club shall be the West Lancs French Bulldog Club (hereinafter referred to as 

the WLFBC) and its objectives shall be; 

(i) To encourage the welfare, breeding and ownership of pure bred French Bulldogs. 

(ii) To maintain the breed in accordance with the standard approved by the Kennel 

Club. 

(iii) To promote the Kennel Club’s General Code of Ethics. 

(iv) To provide a source of information and advice about the breed for the potential 

and existing owners of French Bulldogs living in West Lancashire and elsewhere. 

(v) To achieve the above by organising social gatherings, fundraising events and other 

activities, primarily in the West Lancs area, including walks, educational talks, 

seminars, training sessions on such matters as stewarding, judging and writing 

critiques, also by arranging matches and shows. 

1. Conducting The Affairs 

The Affairs of the WLFBC will be conducted for the benefit of its members and will not 

be classed as a trading business. Any surplus funds that have been generated from the 

various activities will be maintained for the further promotion of the objects of the 

WLFBC. 

2. Officers and Members 

The officers and members of the WLFBC may consist of:  

(a) Patron 

(b) President 

(c) Chairman 

(d) Secretary 

(e) Treasurer 

(f) And a committee not exceeding more than 8 members 

 



The Patron and President shall be ex officio members of the committee, but shall not have 

voting rights. The officers of the WLFBC being the chairman, secretary and treasurer, shall 

be ex officio members of the committee, but shall have voting rights and in addition the 

chairman may exercise a casting vote. None of the above mentioned officers may be held by 

a person under the age of 18 years. 

3. Terms of Office 

The chairman, secretary and treasurer shall hold office for a term of three years after 

this term they shall be eligible to stand for re-election. They shall retire in the above 

named rotation, commencing with the chairman in 2016. The committee shall be 

elected for the term of two years and shall be eligible for re-election. Half shall retire 

annually and commencing in 2017, those with surnames when listed alphabetically fall 

on odd numbers will serve for a term of two years and those, which fall on even 

numbers, will serve for a term of one year in this first instance. The committee will 

propose a Patron and President and if these are endorsed by simple majority at the 

General Meeting then they will be invited to accept the posts until the next Annual 

General Meeting. The holders of the above positions will be entitled to Honorary 

Membership of the WLFBC during their tenure of office. The chairman, secretary and 

treasurer shall hold office from the conclusion of the Annual General Meeting at which 

they are elected. Except in an emergency, no person may hold simultaneously more 

than one named position in the WLFBC. 

4. General Meetings 

The agenda for General meetings will be available at the meetings, those members who 

require copies prior to the meeting must contact the secretary, at General Meetings 

joint membership is restricted to a maximum of two votes. Overseas members, junior 

members and no person under the age of eighteen years will be entitled to vote at 

General Meetings. 

5. Annual General Meetings 

The Annual General Meeting shall be held before the 30th of April at a venue and time 

decided by the committee. At least 42 clear days’ notice of the meeting shall be given to 

all current members by e-mail, direct mailing, or Facebook page. The Annual General 

Meeting shall be held to receive the reports of the officers and the certified statement 

of accounts for the last financial year, to appoint one qualified accountant or two 

individuals with accountancy experience. Those undertaking the certification must be 

independent from those who prepared the accounts. to certify the accounts, to receive 

the result of the ballot for committee members and officers from the appointed 

scrutinisers and to discuss any resolution duly placed on the agenda, of which at least 

fourteen days prior notice in writing has been given to the secretary. No business shall 

be transacted at the Annual General Meeting unless notice thereof appears on the 

agenda, with the exception of routine matters or those that in the opinion of the 

chairman of the meeting are urgent. At Annual General Meetings only those eligible 

members who are present will be entitled to vote. 



6. Nominations and Elections 

The officers and committee for the current year shall be elected at the Annual General 

Meeting, all nominees must be paid up members of the WLFBC and shall be proposed 

and seconded by fully paid up members of the WLFBC, and shall be made in writing, 

together with the nominee’s signature of consent, and received by the secretary no later 

than 28 clear days before the date of the Annual General Meeting. If the number of 

nominees exceeds the number of vacancies the secretary shall send out numbered 

voting papers at least 18 days prior to the meeting. These voting papers must be 

returned, in the envelope provided, to the scrutinizers postmarked at least ten days 

prior to the meeting. The scrutinisers shall submit the result of the ballot in a sealed 

envelope to be opened by the chairman of the Annual General Meeting in the presence 

of the members. Those names obtaining the highest number of votes will be elected to 

fill the vacancies for the ensuing terms of office and in the event of a tie, a ballot of fully 

paid up eligible members at the meeting will decide. In all other instances the voting at 

meetings shall be by a show of hands, unless otherwise agreed. The scrutinisers shall 

keep the ballot papers in a sealed envelope for a minimum of one calendar year. The 

chairman shall have a casting vote. The chairman’s ruling on any matter shall be binding. 

No member of the WLFBC committee may take office on the committee of any other 

French Bulldog Club, society or association etc without the consent of the WLFBC 

committee. No person whilst an un-discharged bankrupt may serve on the committee or 

hold any office or appointment within a Kennel Club Registered Society. 

Should any position fall vacant during a term of office, the committee may, by co-opting 

a member if necessary, fill the vacancy according to the above criteria, and the person 

shall complete the remaining term of office. 

7. Special General Meetings. 

A special general meeting shall be called by the secretary if directed to do so by the 

committee, or on having received a written request which has been signed by twenty 

fully paid up members, excluding junior and overseas members, who have been 

members of the WLFBC for at least the proceeding twelve calendar months. No less than 

forty two days’ notice will be given to members by e-mail, Facebook or direct mailing to 

all fully paid up members. No business other than that matter on the agenda may be 

discussed at a special general meeting. Twenty members shall form a quorum at special 

general meetings, one of whom must be an officer, except when the committee has 

called such meetings when a number of members required to form a quorum will be 

eight.  

8.  Alteration To The Rules 

The rules of the club shall only be altered at Annual or Special General Meetings, the notices 

of which must include detail of all proposed changes. Any alterations to the rules shall not 

be brought into force until they have been submitted to and approved by the Kennel Club. 



New rules or amendments introduced specifically to meet the Kennel Club’s requirements 

shall be adopted immediately and such changes will be included in the new WLFBC rules 

which will be put to members for ratification at the next Annual General Meeting. 

9. Maintenance of Title 

The officers acknowledge that during the month of January each year, the maintenance of 

title fee will be forwarded to the Kennel Club by the secretary for continuance of 

registration and by the 31st of July each year, other returns, as stipulated in the Kennel Club 

Regulations for the registration and maintenance of title of societies and breed councils an d 

affiliation of agricultural societies and municipal authorities be forwarded to the Kennel Club 

together with a list of names and addresses of members. 

The officers also acknowledge their duty to inform the Kennel Club of any changes of 

Secretary of the society which may occur during the course of the year. 

10. Committee Meetings 

The secretary shall call a meeting of the committee as often as is deemed necessary but at 

least every four months. 4 will be a quorum at committee meetings, one of whom must be 

an officer, all must have voting rights. At the first meeting following each annual general 

meeting, the committee will chose a vice-chairman from within its ranks to preside over 

committee meetings in the absence of the elected chairman, and in such capacity, that 

person will assume the voting rights of the elected chairman. With the approval of the 

committee the secretary shall be permitted to appoint from the committee an assistant 

secretary. Any member of the committee who is absent from two meetings (AGM to AGM) 

shall have his/her attention drawn to the fact and unless a valid reason is forthcoming then 

the said member’s seat may be declared vacant. 

11. Judges List 

Judges Lists, prepared in accordance with current Kennel Club practice, shall be included in 

the Club’s Annual Returns to the Kennel Club. The Club reserves unto itself the right to 

produce a list of judges. 

 A1 List; All persons whom the Club would support and who have been previously 

approved by the Kennel Club to award Challenge Certificates in the Breed and have 

carried out the appointment 

 A2 List; All persons who are deemed ready to award Challenge Certificates in the 

Breed, fulfil all the requirements of the A3 List, have been approved by the Kennel 

Club for inclusion on the A2 list but have not yet carried out their first appointment. 

 A3 List; All persons whom the Club would support to award Challenge Certificates in 

the Breed, who meet the Club’s criteria for inclusion on the A3 list but, who as yet 

have not been approved by the Kennel Club for inclusion on the A2 list. 



 B List; Those persons whom the Club would support to judge the Breed without 

Challenge Certificates and who meet the Club’s criteria for inclusion on the B list. 

 C List Those persons whom the Club would support to judge the Breed without 

Challenge Certificates and who meet the Club’s criteria for inclusion on the C list 

 

12. Membership 

Membership shall be divided into 4 categories; single, joint, honorary and Family, single 

members are entitled to vote at general meetings. Joint members, who shall have the 

full privileges of membership, are a family living in the same household, or two persons 

who exhibit in partnership. Family members and partnerships are entitled to up to two 

votes. Junior membership shall cease on the 31st of December following the members 

18th birthday. Junior members shall not be entitled to vote. Annual subscriptions shall be 

such sums as the committee shall determine from time to time and approved at an 

annual general meeting. 

The committee shall have the power to grant Honorary Membership for life or a shorter 

period as it may decide, and during this time such persons shall be entitled to all rights 

and privileges of fully paid up members. It is a condition of all types of membership that 

members must agree to their names and addresses being stored on computer for club 

mailing purposes, as member’s lists in WLFBC publications and also forwarded to the 

Kennel Club as and when required. 

No Member whose subscription is not fully paid up shall be entitled to any privileges of 

membership. If the annual subscription for the renewal of membership is not fully paid 

prior to the date of the annual general meeting and / or special meeting the committee 

shall have the power to erase the name(s) from the list of members. However if all of 

the arrears are subsequently paid the committee shall have the power to restore the 

name to the membership list. 

13. New Members 

Candidates for membership of the WLFBC shall be proposed and seconded by fully paid 

up members and will be considered at Committee meetings. Two or more negative 

votes will exclude.  

14. Suspension 

Any member who shall be Disqualified under Kennel Club Rule A11.j.(5) and Kennel Club 

Rule A11.j.(9) shall ipso facto cease to be a member of the society for the duration of the 

suspension and / or disqualification. 

If the conduct of any member shall, in the opinion of the committee of the WLFBC be 

injurious or likely to be injurious to the character or interests of the WLFBC, the 

committee of the WLFBC may, at a meeting the notice convening which includes as an 

object the consideration of the conduct of the member, determine that a special general 



meeting of the WLFBC shall be called for the purpose of passing a resolution n to expel 

him / her. Notice of the special general meeting shall be sent to the accused member, 

giving the particulars of the complaint and advising the date, time and venue of the 

meeting that he/she may attend and offer an explanation. If at the meeting, a resolution 

to expel is passed by a two thirds majority of the members present and voting, his / her 

name shall forthwith be erased from the list of members, and he/she shall thereupon 

cease for all purposes to be a member of the WLFBC except that he/she may, within two 

calendar months from the date of such meeting, appeal to the Kennel Club upon and 

subject to such a condition as the Kennel Club may impose. Should any member be 

expelled for discreditable conduct in connection to dogs, dog shows, trials or 

competitions then the matter will be reported to the Kennel Club in writing within seven 

days. 

15. Banking Accounts 

The financial year of the WLFBC shall be from the 1st of January to 31st of December. 

There shall be banking accounts in the name of the WLFBC into which all revenue shall 

be paid, and from which withdrawals shall only be made on the signature of two of the 

three officers, one of whom shall be the treasurer. Any form of electronic banking that 

permits transfer of WLFBC funds to any accounts not in the name of the WLFBC shall 

require the written authority of the signatories as specified above. 

The treasurer shall keep the accounts and supply certified accounts for the financial year 

prior to the annual general meeting. The resulting balance sheet will be presented to the 

members at the annual general meeting but may be available to members prior to the 

meeting upon request. All material and documents concerned with any financial aspect 

of the WLFBC will be retained for a further minimum period of five calendar years after 

that financial year to which they relate and may only be disposed of with the specific 

permission of the committee. 

16. Management 

The management of the WLFBC shall be vested in the officers and committee, which 

shall have the power to make bylaws and decide matters not provided for by the rules. 

However the Kennel Club shall be the final authority for interpreting the rules of the 

WLFBC and for all cases relating to canine or club matters. 

17. Trophies 

All cups, trophies and awards that have been donated to the WLFBC shall be deemed to     

be the sole property of the WLFBC, and it is only under the condition that they are 

accepted.   The officers and committee shall make every effort to ensure that the wishes 

of the donors will be respected. 

18. Property 

The property of the WLFBC shall be vested in the officers and committee and in the 

event of the WLFBC ceasing to exist; a special general meeting shall be called to decide 



the disposal of any assets. A final statement of certified accounts with a record of 

disposal of the property of the WLFBC must be forwarded to the Kennel Club within six 

months, and the persons named as officers and committee of the WLFBC on the last 

return furnished to the Kennel Club will be held responsible by the Kennel Club for the 

proper winding up of the WLFBC. 

19. Joining Federations 

The WLFBC shall not join any federation of societies or clubs without the specific 

consent of the Kennel Club. 
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